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‘They were playing for Frank’:
MHS soccer mourns Alonso’s death
Justin Toscano
jtoscano@themercury.com
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Manhattan head soccer coach Frank Alonso talks to the team
during halftime of its match with Topeka Seaman Vikings at Bishop Stadium earlier this season. Alonso died Sunday morning after
a battle with pancreatic cancer.

Manhattan High boys
soccer coach Frank Alonso
died Sunday morning. He
had been battling stage IV
pancreatic cancer.
Alonso turned 52 on Oct.
21.
“Those of us who have
been carrying Frank in our
hearts can know that he
is no longer in pain,” the
MHS soccer team wrote on
its Twitter account.

Alonso was in his 19th
season with the program,
13th as its head coach.
As his team made its way
through the postseason, his
health worsened. He was
not able to see the Indians
compete at state in Olathe
last weekend.
But before that, he tried
to make it to every one of
the games. In the playoffs,
he showed up during second halves, sitting in his
chair on the sideline.
On Oct. 15, news broke

that Alonso was diagnosed
with the disease. It was
deemed inoperable by doctors.
At senior night the same
week, 25 former players
showed up for Alonso.
Parents and fans also embraced the coach on the
field after his team’s victory.
“It’s
overwhelming,”
Alonso said that night. “I
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Recipe maven

Vargo: Early
voting
to exceed
8,000
Emily Porter
eporter@themercury.com
Advance voter turnout
in Riley County will likely
exceed 8,000 voters, Riley
County clerk Rich Vargo
said Monday during the
Riley County Commission
meeting.
As of press time Monday,
Vargo said early voting
numbers were just above
7,500, not including those
who had voted Monday.
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will
still take advance mail ballots through
Friday, if they are postmarked on or before Election Day.
“When I got to work this
morning, there were already seven people waiting outside to vote before
8 a.m.,” Vargo said. “I was
fearful rain would dampen
people’s enthusiasm, but it
looks like it’s clearing up.”
During the last midterm
election in 2014, Vargo said
Riley County had 4,470
advance voters, and 8,672
advance voters in the 2016
presidential election.
Vargo said all the advance participation may
help alleviate pressure on
Election Day, but encouraged voters to go during
less in-demand times.
“I encourage people to
show up at nontraditional
times,” he told commissioners. “People always
come before work, on their
lunch break or after work
and are surprised by the
line.”
The election is Tuesday, and polling locations
will be open from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Information on
polling locations will be
available through the Riley County clerk’s website.
Those who choose to
vote somewhere other than
their assigned voting location can vote through a
provisional ballot.
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Sally Newton of Manhattan is a researcher at K-State working to help create new antibiotics. She is also a food blogger.

K-State researcher experiments in lab, kitchen
Bryan Richardson
brichardson@themercury.com

K

-State research professor Sally Newton
loves experiments.
“In the lab, I follow protocols and
do experiments,” she said.
“When I go home, I love to
cook. I follow another type of
protocol, and then I eat what
I make.”
For the past six years,
Newton, 58, has been at
K-State as a research professor in the biochemistry
and molecular biophysics department, sharing an office with her husband,
Phillip Klebba.
“Our final goal is to find new antibiotics to
treat serious bacterial infections,” she said.
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City to discuss STAR bond district expansion, select new mayor
Staff reports
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Newton shows some of the recipes she wants to make. She said
she’s been running her blog, Bewitching Kitchen, as a hobby for
almost a decade.

The Manhattan City Commission will have a public
hearing Tuesday evening
and vote on expanding the
State and Tax and Revenue
(STAR) district from downtown to the North Campus
Corridor.
The meeting starts at
7 p.m. at City Hall.
The city and K-State have
discussed dedicating a facil-

ity to Bill Snyder’s football
coaching career at K-State
as a means for providing
funding the $50 million
North Campus Corridor infrastructure project.
The state would still have
to approve the STAR district
expansion, which would allow the city to use the sales
tax money generated from
the district toward the infrastructure project.
The state provides STAR

bonds for major commercial, entertainment and
tourism areas, and the city
used the construction of the
Flint Hills Discovery Center to help fund the overall
downtown redevelopment
project.
City officials estimate the
bonds will be paid off by
2021, five years before the
payment district expires in
2026, leaving a potential $25
million on the table.
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The Snyder facility is estimated to cost $7.5 million
to $10 million compared to
the potential $25 million
the city would gain from expanding the STAR bond district.
The commission also will
select a new mayor Tuesday.
Based on tradition, Mike
Dodson, the current mayor
pro-tem, would be selected
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